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Directors Address
Twenty Years of Service to the Virgin
Islands Community

The Virgin Islands University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities
(VIUCEDD) is a non-profit organization dedicated to the philosophy that persons
with disabilities have the same rights as others to pursue a fulfilling and meaningful life. Our programs and services are created to promote dignity, independence
and support for all people to reach their personal potential. In pursuing this mission we envision a Virgin Islands whereby all individuals with disabilities are afforded the opportunities to live healthy, safe and live enjoyable lives.

Dr. Yegin Habtes, Executive
Director-VIUCEDD

However, before we can live in such an environment there are many hurdles that we have to remove. One
of the major problems people with disabilities suffer from is health disparity. All over the world including
the Virgin Islands, there are large health disparities between people with disabilities and those without. In
many cases these health disparities arise from inaccessible physical environments. Let me provide an example of how this phenomenon can manifest itself. A survey was conducted of over 2,300 primary care
facility sites in California between 2006 and 2010. The researchers found that only 3.6% of these facilities
had a wheelchair-accessible weight scale and only 8.4% had a height-adjustable exam table. These are examples of simple and basic equipment that is necessary so that people with a range of mobility limitations
can transfer safely from their chairs to an examination table and access basic medical services such as being weighed.
There is also a wrong social assumption that is common throughout the world with regards to the belief by
some that everyone must be able to independently fill out forms, undress unaided, transfer to high examination tables and communicate in spoken English or any other lingua franca to receive standard health care
services. People with disabilities are facing these barriers in public and private health care facilities on a
daily basis. Even worse, in many cases, health care providers often focus on the person’s disability and
often ignore other health issues that might be of concern to the individual. It is very common for people
with disabilities to encounter professionals unprepared to identify and treat their primary and secondary
conditions.
Another disturbing trend reported by many individuals with disabilities is the fact that frequently, health
care providers do not recognize individuals with disabilities as either knowledgeable partners in discussing
care options or as “experts” with respect to their own medical conditions. In some cases, where there are
doctors willing to treat the client with a disability as a fully participating partner; effective communication
is often frustrated due to the limited availability of assistive supports, such as the use of ASL interpreters
for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. Still in other cases, persons with disabilities are excluded
from discussions about their health issues altogether, by being treated in much the same way as children
are excluded from the conversation between pediatrician and concerned parent. (continue on page 3)
VIUCEDD’S Mission: “To enhance the quality of life for individuals with disabilities and their families and to provide
them with the tools necessary for a productive and inclusive community life.”
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Directors Address (cont.)

Disability Trainings

Well, from the time we opened our doors in 1994
we’ve had our work cut out for us. We have done a
lot of work promoting disability awareness. Yet,
without a doubt, sensitivity training is still needed.
That is why VIUCEDD spends many of our resources to put on workshops, seminars and colloquiums to educate the public. Still, people with
disabilities are encountering problems in housing,
transportation and education. Because of these
problems good legal advice has never been more
important and that’s why we’ve teamed up with
Disability Right Center and the Developmental
Disabilities Council and together we are continuing our excellent work and strengthening our collective impact in support of people with disabilities. Yes, VIUCEDD has been working to bring
about systematic changes in this community for
20 years, and it will continue hopefully for many
years to come.

Starting on November 17, 2014 VIUCEDD began
offering its first monthly series of disability trainings designed to provide professional development to teachers and those working in the allied
health field. These trainings conducted in collaboration with Island Therapy Solutions, also serves
as advocacy and support for parents with children
with disabilities. The trainings held in both the St.
Croix and St. Thomas/St. John districts have been
well attended and have included topics such as
“Best Special Education Practice: Parent Advocacy and Training; “Applied Behavior Analysis”;
Disability 101: Everything you wanted to know
about Autism and High Incidence but Were
Afraid to Ask and ” and “Social Skills Training
for Youth & Adults with disabilities All training
are conducted by Dr. Mills who is currently the
only Board Certified Behavioral Analysis located
in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Professionals may received CEU credits for these trainings. While all
trainings are free, registration is required. You
may register for any of these trainings by calling
340-776-9200. For the entire schedule see page
7.

—Yegin Hates par ticipants .
VIUCEDD Services Include: (cont. on page 8)












Assistive Technology Assessment, Demonstration, Equipment Loans & Technical Assistance
Autism & Disability Assessments
Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) & Behavioral Programming Overseen by a Doctoral Level Board Certified Behavior Analyst
(BCBA-D)
Community Training & Development
Parent Advocacy & IEP School Meeting Assistance
Technical Assistance towards the Development of Data Collection Systems & Other
Empirically Verifiable Outcome & Measurement Systems
American Sign Language Courses
Research & Dissemination

Above: (Left) Dr. Lindsy Wagner of Island
Therapy Solutions (Right) Dr. Kimberly Mills
of VIUCEDD and (Bottom) training audience.

VIUCEDD’S Mission: “To enhance the quality of life for individuals with disabilities and their families and to provide
them with the tools necessary for a productive and inclusive community life.”
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VIUCEDD’s 11th Annual Voices That
Count

VIUCEDD’s Researcher Participates in Worldwide Autism Treatment Study

For the eleventh
straight year in a
row VIUCEDD
brought together
senators seeking
reelection as
well as those
aspiring to become senators, and congressional and gubernatorial candidates, to address the disability community. The 11th annual Voices that Count conference
held October 23-24 on St. Croix and October 2829 on St. Thomas, is the only forum of its kind in
the Virgin Islands that offer persons of all disabilities the opportunity to meet face to face with political aspirants and bring their concerns, issues
and the challenges that impacts their daily
lives. Over 140 persons attended the four days of
forums. Twenty-eight senatorial candidates, four
candidates for governor and one congressional
candidate responded to questions asked by the
attendees regarding employment, transportation,
housing, special education and policies that would
enhance the lives of persons with a disability living in the territory. During the opening address,
Dr. Habtes emphasized that individuals with disabilities should have the same opportunities as non
-disabled persons to be gainfully employed, and to
be able to live independent, inclusive and happy
lives. This year Voices that Count theme
“VIUCEDD: 20 Years of Empowering People
with Disabilities” brought in review the many
things that have been accomplished on behalf of
the disability community, but realizing the many

According to the CDC, 1 in 68
children being born will be diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD). When parents
first receive a diagnosis of Autism, they are often overwhelmed
and they don’t know which way
to turn for help. There are many
schools of thought, philosophies
and fads associated with Autism
treatment, but only a few of these
are actually effective. In an effort to help parents,
educators and policy makers identify which Autism treatments have solid empirical evidence at
their base and are thus more effective, the National
Autism Center (NAC) set out to conduct rigorous
scientific review of all of the purported effective
treatments for Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD).
The NAC has just released their new National
Standards Report – Phase 2 highlighting effective
treatments. Dr. Kimberly Mills, Associate Director
of VIUCEDD was one of the article reviewers on
the NAC team and helped to evaluate the research
associated with the various treatments. The research study, the largest and most comprehensive
Autism study to date on effective treatments, identified 14 practices “established” treatments.
If you have a child or know of, or suspect a
child has an Autism spectrum Disorder you can
seek help from the following local departments:
1.Island Therapy Solutions
-Diagnostic evaluations-ABA therapy-Social skills
group-Individual therapy-Speech therapy
2.Virgin Islands Department of Health
-Early intervention services for youth aged 0-3
3.Virgin Islands Department of Education (VIDE)
-Special education services for youth 3-21
4.Virgin Islands Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (VIUCEDD)
-ABA Autism Consulting and Treatment Planning
-Autism trainings for parents, educators, and other
professionals
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VIUCEDD Open House Features iCanConnect Program

Each year the Virgin Islands Center for Excellence in
Developmental Disabilities organizes it’s open house
designed specifically bring the disability community,
its partners and stakeholders together to network and
engage in activities that promote awareness. The open
house provides an opportunity for attendees to participate in assistive technology demonstrations with the
aim of helping individuals make a decision about
which device, software, or support that would best
meet their needs. Participants are also introduced to
the latest technological devices and may choose from
a variety of low, medium and high tech equipment.
This year’s open house featured the National Deaf-Blind Equipment Distribution Program (NDBEDP) also known as iCanConnect. As a consultant to
the Perkins School for the Blind, VIUCEDD began receiving equipment, devices and software for Virgin Islands residents who are deaf-blind. Because the
needs of individuals with a combined hearing and vision lost is very unique,
iCanConnect puts free equipment into the hands of those who qualify for the service. These devices enables them to participate in distance communication such
as making a phone call, sending an email or accessing the internet. Therefore
persons who have significant hearing and vision lost or who are considered deaf
-blind are able to stay connected to friends and family, at home or away. Training and technical assistance is also provided to consumers and their families.
At VIUCEDD’s annual open house held on November 19th and
20th, 2014, JoAnn Becker, a technical support specialist with Perkins,
was on hand and provided skilled assessments and training for consumers. Becker, who is blind, visited the Virgin Islands to promote the
iCanConnect program and to ensure that qualified individuals who
identified as having combined hearing and vision loss received the appropriate assessment, which included identifying the best equipment to
meet each individual’s needs. The program provides communications
technology to low-income people of all ages who qualify. iCanConnect
is a free program that provides a wide range of hardware, software, applications and training to meet the needs of people who have combined hearing and vision loss. The VIUCEDD has been making the
equipment available to consumers, their families, providers, and to
the community during outreach activities and at various conferences and trainings. During the open house, over 60 attendees engaged in various demonstrations of assistive technology. These
demonstrations, which were facilitated by VIUCEDD staff, allowed participants to receive one-on-one consultation and handson use of the devices.
For more information on this program, please contact Sharon Williams at 340-692-4267.
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In October 2015, Dr. Kimberly Mills joined the staff of VIUCEDD as the
Associate Director. Dr. Mills is a board certified Behavior AnalystDoctoral (BCBA-D) and has been working in the field of special education for nearly 20 years. She joined the team at VIUCEDD after serving
families and children with disabilities in the United States mainland, the
Hawaiian Islands and in the countries of Bermuda and in the United Arab
Emirates in Dubai. While she was born in Brooklyn, New York, Dr.
Mills has island roots and she is thrilled to be living in the USVI and to
be a Crucian and to share her special education experience and expertise
with the VI community.

Dr. Mills has worked with youth with varying educational exceptionalities including autism, giftedness, emotional disturbances and behavior
disorders, learning disabilities, mild, moderate and severe intellectual disabilities, ADD and ADHD, traumatic brain injuries, blindness, Asperger's
Syndrome and more. She has provided continuing educational unit, college credit and continuing legal education training to teachers, parents,
Dr. Kimberly Mills, Associmaster of education university students, college administrators and proate Director-VIUCEDD
fessors, social workers, speech and language pathologists, physical therapists, occupational therapists, other allied health professionals and to attorneys and judges.
Dr. Mills has worked extensively with young people with typically developing and exceptional needs in
a variety of settings including general education classrooms, self-contained classrooms, therapeutic wilderness schools, residential settings, private centers, private schools, military bases, juvenile detention
facilities, court systems, psycho educational programs, university classrooms and home based settings.
Dr. Mills received her Bachelor’s of Arts from Emory University in English and History in 1995, followed by a Masters of Education degree in Behavioral Learning Disabilities from Georgia State University in 2001. In 2007 Dr. Mills completed a Ph.D. in Education from the University of Hawaii in the
field of Exceptionalities with a focus on Behavior Disorders and a cognate in Multicultural Education. In
2009 she was certified as an Educational Administrator and School Leader through the University of
Georgia. In 2011 Dr. Mills completed a certificate in Behavior Analysis from the University of North
Texas. She was certified as a Behavior Analyst through the Behavior Analyst Certification Board in
2012.
Dr. Mills has served as a board member for many national youth serving organizations including The
KIPP Foundation and the NFL/YET Centers in Collaboration with the Boys and Girls Clubs of America.
Dr. Mills is an article reviewer for the National Autism Center’s (NAC) National Standards Project and
in that capacity helped to evaluate the worldwide scholarly research related to effective treatments for
people with autism.
Dr. Mills has also worked on several national and international policy initiatives including helping to
rewrite the Georgia Juvenile Justice Legal codes, advising on changes in special education regulations in
the state of Georgia and helping to ensure that non-profit organizations in the country of Bermuda exercised practices in adherence with best international standards for indicators of civil wellness.
VIUCEDD’S Mission: “To enhance the quality of life for individuals with disabilities and their families and to provide
them with the tools necessary for a productive and inclusive community life.”
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VIUCEDD Provides CEU Credit Training for VIUCEDD Provides Art Classes to Students
with Disabilities.
Virgin Island Psychologists

The Association of Virgin Island Psychologists
solicited a member of the VIUCEDD staff to provide CEU professional development training for
their membership which is comprised of psychologists and mental health professionals representing
a broad range of representing a broad range of entities through the USVI including the University
of the Virgin Islands, private clinical organizations
and state funded mental health agencies. The training took place at the Palm at Pelican Cove. The
topic of the training was Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) ABA is a psychological science that
seeks to change socially significant behaviors by
manipulating the variables that comes before behaviors occur and after they occur. Though based
in psychology, ABA is a science that has mostly
been used in educational circles in the treatment of
people with autism and other disabilities. Although ABA works great in changing the behaviors
of children and adults with disabilities, it is a useful and effective science for any person who has
behaviors in need of change. VIUCEDD looks forward to a continued and positive partnership with
the members of AVIP.

Each summer VIUCEDD offers free art classes to
students with disabilities. For eight weeks during
this past summer, students spent three hours each
Saturday engaging in visual art classes. There is
an important element of visual arts that is special
to individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. Participation in extracurricular activities such as visual arts, allows these students to
express themselves through the production of art.
Elisa Mackay, a self-taught artist, provided handson instruction on creating collages and mixed media. Student’s art work are now displayed at the
VIUCEDD office on St. Croix, and the community is welcomed to come to view these creative
pieces. On all accounts the students thoroughly
enjoyed the experience and Ms. Mackay expressed
her thanks to the parents who entrusted their children to her each Saturday. Ms. Mackay also said
that the students made her job easy as they were
great to work with. If you have a child or know
any child with a disability between the ages of 12
and 18, they too could experience the joy of art.
Space is always limited so call early to register.

VIUCEDD’S Mission: “To enhance the quality of life for individuals with disabilities and their families and to provide
them with the tools necessary for a productive and inclusive community life.”
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VIUCEDD works with Tri-Care International Insurance for Military Families To Introduce
the Territories First Autism Benefit Program

According to recent data from the CDC, 1 in 68
children will be born with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Applied Behavior Analysis, along
with Speech and Occupational Therapies has been
established as effective treatments for children with
ASD. In order to deliver quality Applied Behavior
Analytic Treatment, most state agencies mandate
that a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) be
assigned to the case to ensure excellence and adherence to the scientific principles. Many insurance
companies in states throughout the United States
have begun to provide insurance reimbursement for
the delivery of ABA services supervised by a
BCBA. Tri-Care, which is the insurance company
that provides healthcare to all of the U.S. military
families throughout the world was an early adapter
of insurance reimbursement for ABA services.

Harambee
VIUCEDD Teams Up to Providing Training
and Support to Island Therapy Solutions –
The only Private Autism Service provider in
the USVI
VIUCEDD formed a partnership with Island
Therapy Solutions, LLC a private clinical practice serving populations of students on St. John,
St. Croix and St. Thomas. Island Therapy solutions sought VIUCEDD’s help to in establishing
and developing their Applied Behavior Analytic
(ABA) treatment services. ABA is a researched
based science that seeks to change behavior
through the manipulation of antecedent and consequent variables that precede and follow behavior of interest. ABA therapy has been verified as
an effective practice over the last several decades
through numerous empirical research studies and
the publications of those studies in literature in
peer-reviewed scholarly research journals. The
science of Applied Behavior Analysis is guided
by professional know as a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA). Dr. Kimberly Mills is a
doctoral level clinician and the first board certified behavior analyst to reside on the USVI. In
this capacity she is helping to guide and mentor
two candidates who are pursuing their BCBA’s
on the islands of St. Croix and St. Thomas. Dr.
Mills also provides staff training to members of
the Island Therapy Solutions Practice on a
monthly basis.

But for families of children with autism Spectrum
VIUCEDD Services Include:(cont.)
disorders in the USVI, there was no help to be
found. Tri-care had not established an Autism
Demonstration program in the region due to a lack  Leisure Recreation Development for People
of qualified staff. When Dr. Mills came on board at
with Disabilities
VIUCEDD she reached out directly to Tri-Cares  Loan Assistance to People with Disabilities
international arm and worked closely with them and  Policy Development
a local partner, Island Therapy Solutions, LLC to  Disability Employment Support
establish the regions first Autism Demonstration  Inclusive Education Facilitation
Project for military families of children with Au-  Curriculum Development
tism in the USVI. Thanks to the hard work of all  Capacity Building Initiatives to Support the
parties, military families in the US Virgin Islands
Disability Community Throughout the USVI
with children with autism can now receive quality
autism treatment services through their insurance
VIUCEDD’S Mission: “To enhance the quality of life for individuals with disabilities and their families and to provide
benefit.
them with the tools necessary for a productive and inclusive community life.”
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*All trainings will occur between 5:30 pm and 7:30 pm
November 17, 2014 (STT), November 20, 2014 (STX) – Best Special Education Practices:
Parent Advocacy & Training: This tr aining will pr ovide an over view of ser vice deliver y to
students with disabilities from a historical perspective & highlight best practices in special education service delivery. Parents, caregivers & teachers will leave this workshop with a better understanding of the special education law (IDEA) & learn how to use the law to secure better educational services for their children. Educators will learn how to implement the law more effectively.
January 27, 2015 (STT), January 29, 2015 (STX) - Disability 101: Everything you wanted to
know about Autism & Other High Incidence Disabilities but Were Afraid to Ask: This
training will provide an overview of Autism Spectrum Disorders, other Pervasive Developmental
Disorders & high incidence disabilities in general. This training will highlight the latest research
into programs & methodologies shown to mitigate some of the problems associated with having a
diagnosis of autism & general strategies for working with other people with high incidence disabilities.
February 24, 2015 (STT), February 26, 2015 (STX): Applied Behavior Analysis: Lear n
about the research based science of changing behavior & gain a better understanding of how you
can make your behavior change & treatment programs more effective through the use of ABA
principles & techniques. Learn why ABA treatments delivered by qualified staff have been endorsed by many insurance companies, educational agencies and research institutes.
March 24, 2015 (STT), March 26, 2015 (STX): Social Skills Training for Youth & Adults
with Disabilities: Youth & adults with disabilities typically have tr ouble with social inter action. Research suggests that social skills development is a critical need for this population & a
key predictor of future success. This training will analyze the problems related to social skills
deficits & provide strategies to increase social skills proficiency in youth & adults with disabilities.
April 28, 2015 (STT), April 30, 2015 (STX) - Effective Treatments for Youth with Aggressive, Disruptive & Self-Injurious Behaviors: Do you encounter young people in your environment who display dangerous behaviors? Would you like to learn strategies to help you manage crisis situations more effectively? Would you like to learn how to implement strategies to
help reduce the likelihood that these behaviors will occur in the future? Participants will also get
an opportunity to view some crisis management techniques for the physical management of certain problem behaviors.
May 19, 2015 (STT), May 21, 2015 (STX): Teaching Adaptive Behaviors to Youth with Disabilities: Adaptive Behavior s ar e those behavior s involved in ever yday life. They include
feeding, eating, toileting, self-care, personal & community safety & other skills we need to function in our daily lives & communities. These skills are particularly important for people with disabilities & these skills are not typically acquired through simple observation. There are scientific
principles associated with the teaching of adaptive behaviors that can help able this process easier. All participants will leave this workshop with their own individualized plan to teach a daily living skill to a particular youth in their care.
June 2, 2015 (STT), June 4, 2015 (STX) - Youth with Hidden Disabilities &
Their Involvement with Juvenile Justice Systems: Research suggests that
school failure is intricately linked to future incarceration. Youth with hidden disabilities & other learning problems often experience school failure. Learn more
about this phenomenon & about an innovative program that was operating the
state of Georgia. Research related to this phenomenon in the country of Bermuda will also be presented.
INFO:340-776-9200ext 2334(STT)/340-692-4267 (STX)RSVPatDRCVI :340-776-4303

VIUCEDD’S Mission: “To enhance the quality of life for individuals with disabilities and their families and to provide
them with the tools necessary for a productive and inclusive community life.”
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VIUCEDD’s Tech-Corner

Individuals who have significant vision loss or those considered visually impaired find it difficult to use a
computer because of the relatively small font size and images. While more websites now provide accessibility features with the opportunity to increase the font size, generally individuals with low vision still
face many challenges when using a computer.
Zoom Text is a magnification and screen reading software designed for persons who are visually impaired. When installed on your computer the Zoom Text Magnifier works by enlarging everything on the
computer including icons and color and enhances the use of the computer. Zoom Text is available in two
versions
1. ZoomText Magnifier, which will enlarge and enhance everything on your computer screen with perfect
clarity, making all of your applications easy to see and use. Features crystal clear xFont magnification,
customizable enhancements to on-screen colors, pointers, and cursors, an enhanced Web Finder for easy
searching and navigating on the web, and so much more.
2. ZoomText Magnifier/Reader, which includes all the great features of ZoomText Magnifier, and will
additionally read aloud anything on your computer screen. Sit back as email, documents, and webpages
are read aloud to you right through your computer's speakers, letting you relax your eyes even more.
ZoomText Image Reader is a software and camera solution that makes printed text accessible to people
who are visually impaired, including books, magazines, business documents and more. Put the printed
item underneath the included document camera, snap a picture, and a few seconds later the text appears in
large, high-contrast fonts and is read aloud in natural-sounding voices.
Zoom text can be purchased online from aisquared.com at the following prices:
Zoom text mac from $399
Zoom text magnifier from $399
Zoom text magnifier/reader from $599
Zoom text can be purchased online from perkinsproduct.com at
the following prices:
Zoom text magnifier $399
Zoom text magnifier/reader $599

Website: http://www.aisquared.com/zoomtext
VIUCEDD’S Mission: “To enhance the quality of life for individuals with disabilities and their families and to provide
them with the tools necessary for a productive and inclusive community life.”
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VIUCEDD Creates Opportunity for Inclusive Art Activity

VIUCEDD ST. THOMAS
Tel:340-693-1322
Fax: 340-693-1319
Email:viucedd@gmail.co
m

VIUCEDD ST. CROIX
Tel: 340-692-4266
Fax: 340-692-5599
Email:viucedd@gmail.co
m

VIUCEDD Consumer
Advisory Council
Edita Carty
Felecia Brownlow
Latoya Camacho
Maureen Moorehead
Amelia Head-Lamont
Camellia Williams
M. Dale Lehn
Felecia Blyden
Kathleen Taylor RN
Clive Rivers
Gwendolyn Powell
Willie Lewis
Carmen Huertas
Iselyne Hennessey

Editor: Sharon A. Williams

Students with disabilities
who attended VIUCEDD’s
art class during the summer,
worked along students from
the Good Hope Country
Day School to paint and to
bring to life a model assessment and sensory room.
VIUCEDD is creating a
disability and autism assessment training room and wants to offer a space
where children and their parents could encounter a
welcoming and stimulating environment. Ms.
Phyllis Biddle who taught art for students with
disabilities at VIUCEDD on St. Croix, brought
with her some art students she currently teaches at
the Good Hope Country Day School to join students of the VIUCEDD art class to paint both
rooms.
During a warm Saturday morning, students under the direction of Phyllis Biddle began
sketching pieces to create scenes that would liven
and enhance the esthetics of the room. The Sensory room has earned the nicknamed of the Butterfly Room because a large beautiful handpainted butterfly adorns one of walls. Volunteers
were treated to pizza and soda after a long day of
painting.
The VIUCEDD staff would like to give
our sincere thanks and appreciation to Ms. Biddle
and her students who volunteered almost five
hours of their time to help create an environment
where children with disabilities and their families
will receive special services. We also would like
to acknowledge and thank the parents of the students with disabilities for allowing them to join in
this inclusive community effort, exposing them to
activities that helps to build and enhance their social and creative skills.

VIUCEDD’S Mission: “To enhance the quality of life for individuals with disabilities and their families and to provide
them with the tools necessary for a productive and inclusive community life.”

